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November 1, 1917* 


Mr. A. H. Whitf ord, 
124 Bast 28th St., 
New York City. 

Dear Mr. Whitford: 






Enclosed find clipping about Kirby Page, 
Mr, Eddy ! e secretary I believe# I don*t suppose 
these articles will do any damage, but we ought to 
know whether our own secretaries are pitying to cut 
us or not. Look into the matter pi 
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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 


St. Louis, Nov. 1, 1917. 


My dearest Mother: 

All continues to go well with me. I joined Mr. 

Eddy here, after a most profitable ten days in Kansas City, where 
the in±HXi 5 a±±x National Convention of the Christian Church was in 
session and where I met many old friends. I enclose a copy of a 
letter to Alma which gives more details. 

Ex-President Taft is presiding 1 at the meeting tonight 
in the largest hall in the city where Mr. and Mrs. Eddy are both 
to speak. They leave tonight for Toledo. I shall probably 
leave tomorrow and go to Eureka College, one of our colleges in 
Illinois, and speak before the student body at the request of 
the President, and then join Mr. Eddy in Cincinnati on the 5th. 

We arrive in New York on the 7th and I am not sure what the program 
is after that time, but my letters should be sent to the same old 
address. 

I do hope that all is going well with you and that you 
have come to a decision regarding your plans for the year. I 
do not forget you day by day. With much love. 


Ever your boy 
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November 6, 1917* 


Ur* Kirby Page, 

124 East 2Sth Street, 
New York City. 


Uy dear Ur. Page, 

Allow me to thank you heartily for putting me 
on your mailing list. I appreciated the letters you have 
sent and I have made good use of them. 

I have just received a request from Ur. P. x. 
Liang, The Hayes, Swaniok, Derbyshire, England, for a 
history of the ^Lssooiation work in China. I have written 
him that you are the author of the best history with which 
I am acquainted and that I hope you could furnish him 
a oopy. He is in oharge of the work among Chinese students 
in Great Britain and if you can furnish a copy it will 
be profitably used. 

I hope that nothing will prevent your coming 
to China with Ur. Eddy. We are looking forward to seeing you. 

Very cordially yours. 



AR-M, 








FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

November 6, 1917. 


My dearest Aina: 

u I arrived here this morning, a day ahead of Mr. Eddy. 

I reaclr Eureka at 7:10 Friday evening and remained until 3:00 
Sunday afternoon, speaking twice in the college, onee in the Court 
House and once in the Church. President Pritchard and Carl 
Wilhelm met me at the train and we went right up to the college 
chapel where I spoke before a Joint meeting of the Y. M. C« A* 
and Y. W. C. A. On Saturday morning I spoke before about forty 
of the students in one of the class rooms, and that evening spoke 
to men only in the Court House, speaking much more freely regard¬ 
ing moral conditions in England and France. After talking for 
forty minutes the meeting was thrown open for questions, and 
for an hour we had a hot old time of it. I spoke with the utmost 
freeness and frankness and pretty nearly swept some of the good 
folks off their feet. ■ The Presbyterian minister in particular 
took issue with me on several points and seemed to think I was 
defending Germany, Just because I tried to look the facts squarely 
in the face and tell the truth. President Pritchard and most of 
the men present were quite sympathetic and told me they were glad 
to get the real facts about the situation. On Sunday morning 
I preached in the Christian Church to a full house and I have 
seldom had a more profitable hour. The Lord was with us in power. 
Taken altogether I am sure that the time was well spent and that 
some of those folks have an altogether different idea of war and 
what it involves. Carl is pretty nearly a thorough going 
pacifist himself. I stayed in the home of the President and 

had a most pleasant time indeed. I like Eureka very much. 
Brother Kindred's daughter Helen is a student there. She is 
a most attractive red-headed girl, with lots of pep. 

I was in Cincinnati Just part of one day and did not get 
a letter from you while there. Mr. Eddy is to arrive in the 
morning and will be here for a few hours before going on to New 
England. I presume I shall be here most of the time now until 
we start for China about the first of the year. I am going to 
room at the West Side Y M c A again, but my mail should be sent 
here. I will write more soon. 

With much love and many kisses for all of you, 

_ Ever your husband, 

^ f ’ 








Memo, for Mr. F.S. Brookman^"^'^ ' 
from Mr. A.E. Whitfq;rd ,, , 

]■[ ; } \f O i ' ■-! / 

:■ i'ji:i. November 7, 1917. 


Attached you will find a letter from Coulter 
of Texas with a criticism concerning Eddy's secretary, that 
you will know best how to handle. 

I understand from reports over the country 
that there is without doubt a disposition in certain communities 
to deliberately mis-report our speakers. 


IP. 
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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

Nov. 8, 1917. 


My dearest Mother: 

I went out to Ridgewood Heights last night and had a 
most pleasant time indeed.. I slipped'on them and you may he 

A 

sure they were surprised indeed. It was great fun to see 
so many old friends. They like my old friend Marvin Sanshury 
who is the new pastor and the church is growing right along. 

I am to preach for them on a week from Sunday and am looking 
forward to a profitable time. Would you believe it, they 
have had my picture enlarged and it now hangs in the churchl 
Mr. Eddy is speaking in the home of Mrs. Harriman, 

millionaire wife of the railway magnate, and expects to get 

\ 

a generous response from those present. He is to be in Hew 
England during the next few days but I shall remain in Hew York. 
It is a pleasure to be here again and to greet old friends and 
I am expecting to have a profitable time during the next few 
weeks. I am writing to Perry by this same mail. 

You are quite mistaken about Alma not wanting to come 
to visit you again. She had a fine time indeed and likes the 
country very much. I do hope things are going well with you. I 

do not forget to pray for your daily. God bless you, dearie. 

Yours lovingly. 







Hov. 9, 1917. 


Tear old Thing: 

The first Object I saw this morning upon entering the 
office trhii an envelope addressed in your familiar handwriting. 

To say that I wsb glad to get it does not begin to express my 
feelings. I have thought of you often during the past weeks and 
you have not been out of ny prayers for long at a time. I hope 
you received the letter I sent to you and Harold on Oct. 13th. 

In order to save rewriting the information contained therein and 
in order to make sure that you receive it, I am sending another 
oopy under separate cover. 

I am greatly interested in what you say about your 
future work. I have been having sometrtrat the same struggle 
in my own mind. I have boiled it down to two alternatives, 
via., First, shall the Christian mti with our convictions choose 
for the time being to give himself unsparing to relief work and 
by every means within his power seek to help the men In the army 
physically, mentally, morally and spiritually; or, second, shall 
he choose rat hr r to begin the fundamental work of changing the 
attitude of Christians toward this outstanding violation of the 
Christian way of life l There is no doubt whatever that relief 

work is sorely needed and that it is thoroughly Christlike in 
every respect. On this point there can be no question. Further¬ 
more, this kind of eervice is vastly easier to render at this time 
and will prove to be much more pleasant to perform and In all 
probability will produce more limned iate and visible re suit b. 

With very, very few exceptions Christian workers are choosing this 
means of serving the Kingdom in these days. * 

As for me personally, however, I have come to the con¬ 
clusion that after the expiration of my time with GSE at the end 
of the China trip,,1 am going to attempt to find a nook somewhere 
in America and settle down at the infinitely more difficult task. 
Increasingly I am convinced that this fundamental work is in¬ 
comparably more essential and neoessary than relief work - because 
it is an unquestioned fact that relief work is necessary because 
this other work has not been done. To have some little share 
in destroying the seeds of war is to my mind more important ihan 
to aid in the relief of the suffering and sorrow which is the 
fruit of war. Then too, where there Is one man that feels called 
to do the foundation work there are a thousand men who are eager 
to do the relief work. Furthermore, I believe that HCW is the 
time to begin hammering away on this subject, while the minds of 
millions of men and women are being centered upon it and while 
there is such an avalanche of contrary opinion being pressed upon 
the church people. 

Personally, I believe there is too much easy going 
optimism abroad in the land to the effect that this is the war 
to end war and that after German militarism has been destroyed 
by force of arms we can depend upon a League to Enforce Peace to 
save the world from war. That feeling is quite universal here in 
the States now and everywhere ministers almost without exception 
are Justifying the present war on this ground. This being true, 
as soon as the war is over there is going to be a tendency to 
avoid the real issues involved in war and to depend upon a 
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meohanism to Insure permanent peace. In the days following 
the end of the war there are going to be so many problems of 
reconstruction that there will be a tendency to forget about the 
ethics of war and to settle down into the old conventional way 
of thinking in this connection. 

At the present time there are tens of thousands of 
Christians who are perplexed about the whole problem and who are 
honestly seeking the truth. It is unfortunately true, however, 
that there are very few who care to openly express their opinions 
and who are willing to take the lead’in furthering this cause. 

There is an ever increasing feeling of bitterness and contempt 
for the man who refuses to sanction or participate in this war 
against militarism and autocracy. It is certainly not going to 
be an easy thing to be outspoken in one's convictions and yet 
remain sane, controlled and sweet spirited through it all. After 
one has done his best I am not Sure that he will be able to see 
any results to speak of. Indeed, on the faee of it, he may be 
inclined to believe those who tell him that he is doing more harm 
than he is good. Yet the more I think about it. the more Btrongly 
am I convinced that in the long run the Kingdom will be best 
served in this way. So, as ior me, I feel clearly led of Him 
to return here for the more unpleasant and difficult task of 
helping in some meager way to lay foundations upon which the 
Church of Jesus Christ may be able to building an abiding 
structure. 


I have come to this conclusion with a dear recognition 
of the fact that there is going to be an increasing demand and 
need for men of experience to share In relief work, in the war zone. 

I know that you are rendering and could continue to render a large 
service to the men over there, and yet I cannot refrain from ex¬ 
pressing my opinion that you are more needed at home. I am sure 
that you will continue to pray for guidance at this point and that 
you will firmly expect to receive such guidance. Again and again 
and again the thought comes to me. If I can only find His will, 
nothing else really counts. 

I shall await with eagerness that longer letter you 
promised and to hear your decision regarding the future. I 
note your customary feeling of humility in the mention of your 
speaking et Wendover. Would that I had more of this same spirit! 

I am fro glad to hear that Harold is doing so well in his work. If 
I go to Hartford I shall certainly look up your friend. I would 
like very much indeed to talk with her. I may get up my nerve to 
pester her with a copy of my manuscript. I expect to see Gilbert 
Beaver within a few days. 1 have been absent in the west for 
some weeks, having had a profitable time indeed. I spoke at the 
Kansas City Central Y. M. C. A., at Ewreka College and several 
other places. What 1 say is not received with vociferous applause. 

With regard to GSE I am sorry to report that he seems to 
have swung back to where he was before and 1 am afraid he is 
going to publish his oonviotions in pamphlet form. We must con- 
tine to give our selves to prayer that he and we may find the truth. 
Both he and Mrs. JUMJXhave been speaking with marvelous power all 
over the country and are undoubtedly doing great good. He is 
honestly seeking the light, but I am convinced that he is so 
wrapped up in the relief work and has so much at stake that he 
does not have a fair chance to think clearly and in an unprejudiced 
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way upon the whole subject. I would certainly be the last 
man in the world to oast reflections upon his motives aJoA spirit. 
I only wish that I had one hundredeth part of his devotion and 
consecration. And yet I believe with all my heart that upon 
this great fundamental issue he has not as yet found the truth. 

I make no claims to having found the whole truth and have not 
settled down compacently. I am still working at the question 
with all my might and know that I have only discovered a ray of 
light. You will join me, I know, in praying that with the 
passing days we may gain a clearer view of Him and His living 
truth. 


The great $35,000,000 campaign has been put on a basis 
of patriotism and is sweeping the country like wildfire. I 
predict that it will run well into the forty millions if not into 
the fifty's. It is gradually beginning to dawn upon the American 
people that theme are not out for a holiday picnic but that this 
thing is going te cost them heavily in life and in money and in 
everything else before it is completed. The country as a whole 
is certainly back of the President in desiring to see the war 
vigcfurly prosecuted to a victorious termination. It is true, 
however, that there is an increasing sentiment against the war, 
one indication of which may be seen that Morris Hilquitt secured 
140*000 votes for Mayor of flew York on an out and out anti-war 
platform, running only a few hundred votes behind Mayor Mitchell. 
There is little Question though that as soon as the real casualty 
lists begin to come in and as soon as the wounded begin to return, 
a wave of indignation and patriotism will sweep the country and 
will give the Government wholehearted backing. 

Under separate cover I am writing to request that you 
send me a complete statement of the account and also an itemised 
statement from the bank of all receipts and expenditures since we 
landed in England. This latter is necessary because I do not have 
the bank book. They may object to giving it, but I hope you will 
insist upon it. 

It now lookB as though we will sail from Vancouver for 
China on January 17th, spending three and a half months in China 
and if conditions permit returning through Russia and England. 
Please give njiwajt. my warmest regards to Harold and all the other 
fellows. You will be glad to know that Alma, Kirby, Jr., and 
little Mary are coming along in great shape. You just ought to 
see the Page family! 

With sincere affection. 


Ever yours. 








November 10, 1917 


Dear Kirby: 

Enclosed you will find a memorandum from 
Whitford and dipping from Coulter, I would be glad 
to have you write me concerning what you actually 
did say. It may he well to scotch this thing, to the 
extent, at any rate, of letting Coulter have the facts. 


Faithfully yours, 



Mr, Kirby Page, 
Building. 











FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

Nov. 10, 1917. 


Sweetheart: 

I really had to smile when I read your card of Nov. 

2nd regarding the University Church. I never realized before 
how badly I had you fooled and just how mistaken was your idea 
of my ability. It is all very pleasing to my vanity but cold 
facts compel ihe to say that you have tremendously overestimated 
my ability. I could not begin to fill the bill at University 
Church, perhaps the most important single church in our brother¬ 
hood. I do not have the necessary training in the pastorate, 
speaking ability, maturity of thought, or depth of consecration 
to carry on successfully that great work. It is very nice 
indeed to have you express your confidence in me and I love you 
for it, but it is time that both of us came to earth and faced 
tha weaknesses and inabilities. Not for ten years, if *ver, 
will I be able to qualify for such a church at University Church. 

No one has ever accused me of being too modest or backward about 
asserting my own claims, but I haven't the nerve to believe as 
you seem to in this matter. No, dearie, the thing for us to 
do is to begin modestly and not bite off more than we oan chew 
in the beginning. Some church with two or three hundred members 
would offer ue ifiore opportunities than we could live up to. As 
you well know, I am willing to tackle anything under the sun, but 
I am coming increasingly to feel that humility is one of the 
great lacks in our lives. I am sure that I do not misunderstand 
the spirit in which you wrote and I am just as anxious as can be 
to find the place where we shall have the maximum opportunity. 
However, we must not overrate ourselves and then come down with a 
cold thud. We must remember that I am only two years out of 
college and that I have had very little actual pastoral work. We 
must set ourselves more resolutely to continued intercession that 
we may find His place for us. i’found later that Mrs. Medbury 
told Brother Kindred that Brother Medbury was not going to leave 
the University Church any time soon. 

I am quite concerned at your mention of headaches that 
are not caused by your eyes. Are you still suffering from the 
effects of Mary's coming? Have you seen the doctor as often as 
you should? Are you sure that you are taking as good care of 
yourself as is possible? Do write me at length about your physical 
condition - general health, eyes, hair, teeth, complexion, etc. 

You must be on your guard constantly. I shall await a long letter 
from you about yourself and the dear babies. God bless them and 
you. 

Most affectionately your husband, 





Bov. 1£, 1917. 


My dear Mr. Coulter; 

Your latter to Mr. Whitford, with the enoloeed dipping 
with reference to a talk oiade while I was in Houston, has been 
referred to^by Hr. Brockman. 

The headlines of the article make an incorrect state¬ 
ment. I did not Bay that American soldiers had been guilty of 
atrocious acts - I said that "again and again and again we have 
known of fiendish and atrocious acta by allied soldiers that were 
every bit aa damnable as the oonduct of the Germans. 11 

As I have said to Hr. Brockman, there may be consider¬ 
able question as to the advisability of making ouch a statement 
at this tine, and I do not deny that I am open to censure, but 
there is no question as to the absolute truth of the statement. 

I have on numerous occasions talked with Hr. Eddy concerning 
the advisability of speaking one's oonvlotions against war at 
this time, and of course you well know that ha does not agree 
with me in this regard. 

I sincerely truBt that anything I may have said has 
not had an afivarBO effect upon the great eampaign in your state. 
It goes without saying that I am vitally interested, as every 
Christian must be, in this campaign for funds with which to carry 
on the Christlike ministry on the other side. 

Please reaembe ms kindly to Hr. Paige, Ur. Soott, 
Herbert Crate and any other friends whom you may run across, 
and with sincere personal regard, 

Tory sincerely yours. 


L. A. Coulter, Esq., 
611 Sumpter Building, 
Pallas, Texas. 







NOV. 12, 1917. 


Dear Mr. Brockman: 

lAil'»% a ° 9 , t0 whi ? h Mr - ^ tMk exception «ads: ^AmlS Lrd 
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.^, If you should think it worth while I would h« 

with y°“ m person about tMs’matte?. 1 Im only 
sorry that j. have added to your already too numerous burdens. y 


Very sincerely yours. 


F• S. Brockman, Esq., 
Building. 


K ? 


xt 

\\ 


P. S. I should have said that I have talked at length with 
Mr. Eddy regarding my present oonfriStiimB. I also told him of 
the adverse criticism of my talk in Houston. 
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Hov. 23, 1917 


My dear Galen: 

I have not answered your letter of the 9th sooner because 
I hardly know what to say in answer to your question about service 
abroad. I think I cannot do better than to express my own feel¬ 
ing- in the matter and in order to save time I enoloee a confidential 
letter to my wife, which states at length my thought in this 
connection. 


There are undoubtedly great opportunities for servioe 
abroad. This must be so because of the amount of Bin in evidenoe. 
The moral conditions are bad beyond description and the men sorely 
need a steadying hand. About the value of the work of the Y. M. 

C. A. over there there can be no question whatever. The only 
question in my mind is to whether after all it is the really 
important thing that ought to be done these days and whether there 
are not more men eager to do that work than the foundation laying 
preventive work which must be done if there is to be permanent 
progress. As for myself, I feel that the home work is vastly 
more important. If you could manage to get over for a period of 
say six months, I think from your own standpoint it would be worth 
while and that the good you would be able to do would justify you 
in making the trip. I am not sure whether they take men for less 
than a year, but if you are interested I could find out. My own 
personal feeling is set forth in the enclosed letter. You must 
be guided by the Holy Spirit in this matter - there iB no other 
Bafe guide. 


Have you given up thought of postgraduate work? Our 
brotherhood is sorely in need of a more highly educated ministry and 
I cannot but hope that you will find it possible to get into the 
university before very much longer. 

We expect to sail from Vanoouver on January 17th. I am 
not sure of the route to the coast, but it will probably be by way 
of Houston and San Francisco. I would greatly enjoy a visit with 
you and will keep you in touch with ray plans. I shall be greatly 
interested in knowing your decision. i am not forgetting to pray 
for you, and I hope you are remember us. Alma would join in beet 
wishes if she were here. 


Fraternally youre, 
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Hoy. 80 , 


Alma Dear: 


Daring the weeks that have passed since we last talked 
about our work for the future, I have been thinking and praying about 
the whole question a good deal. The time has now eosw when we oust 
ooae to at least a tentative decision, since I am sailing within a 
few seeks and we ought to know in a general way at least stoat the 
plans are for next year. The China oampaign proper will end about 
the middle of lfey, at whieh time I will have completed my eontraot 
with Ur. Eddy. At present he plans to go from China to Russia and 
then to France. I am not clear as to whether he wants me to 
accompany him to Russia and France or whether I am to return direct 
from China. Of course, I would very much like to make the Russian 
trip, and I think the ohanoes are in favor of it, since he is think¬ 
ing of writing a book on Russia. 

How the question is, what are we going to do after the 
middle of May or the middle or S ptember ae the oase may be? Z 
take it that we are agreed that whatever ohoioe we make must be 
mads in view of two assumptions; first, our only deslrs is to find 
the will of God in the matter; second, we must take into aooount the 
sum total contribution of our lives, and not just the next few years 
only. In view of all this, I am faced with six alternatives, 
whloh I now give, in inverse order ef their seeming importance to ns: 

(1) The flret proposition is to oontinue on with Ur. Eddy 
for another period of years. I believe this would be possible if 
we so desired it. I repeat what 1 have often said that I do not 
know of any experience I would rather have had than the privilege 
of being with him those two years. It has been a wonderful 
opportunity beyond all our appreciation, and Mr. Eddy has been mors 
than kind and ganaroua on every occasion, and I can never hope to 
repay him. But the more I think about it, the more 1 am con¬ 
vinced that a longer period of service with him would not offer 
the largest opportunity of service or even the best possible prep¬ 
aration for future servlos. I think we are agreed that two years 
of this sort of life is sufficient. 

(8) To take up work as a state student secretary or 
to bo attached to "Dad" Elliott's staff of student workers. I am 
not really considering thie seriously sines "Dad" himself so frankly 
said that ho did not consider the student secretaryship a life work. 

I think we ought to think only in terms of life work now. 

(8) To remain In Russia or France forjf war work during 
the duration of the war - perhaps one year and perhaps five. One 
important item seems to make this an Impossibility, namely, the 








stifling of my conscience or convict lone on ths question of the 
othios of car. I do not see how I could possibly be Justified in 
doing this. I was content to keep quiet during the time I was 
there before, but to deliberately do this for the duration of the 
war would seem treachery to all that I hold to be fundamental in 
Christianity. There is a further consideration that makes me 

think I ought not to again take up war work, namely, the fact that 
as highly Chrlntllke and as greatly needed is this work with the 
soldiers, it is only rescue or relief work and does not deal with 
the underlying causes of all this horror. Then too there are 
going to he a sufficient number of men eager to do this work who 
do not seem to realize the importance of laying foundations which 
will prevent sueh a disaster ever again troubling the world. I 
am quite eure that the really great contribution to be made in these 
days is not simply the dealing with the fruits of war. This laying 
of foundations and Be king to do ths preventive work o&nnot be 
carried on in connection with the army* Therefore, as highly as 
1 regard the woik of the Association with ths troops, as desply as 
it is needed end as thoroughly Christian^it is, I do not feel called 
to enter upon it, at the cost of my oonviotions and the prevention 
of the more fundamental work. 


(4) The entering upon a life work in China. In this 
connection I still feci as when we talked last. The conviction 
is growing upon me that Christianity is going to succeed or fail 
in evangelising the world just In proportion as it succeeds or 
fails to evangelize America. And when I see how easily the 
Amerie&n churches have been swept off their feet by a false 
patriotism and how they have failed to stand for the definitely 
Christian thing, not only with reference to war, I am led to be¬ 
lieve that nowhere on earth is there greater need than right at 
our own doors. I believe that the experience of these past two 
years can be utilized to greater advantage here than anywhere else. 

As I walk up down Broadway and Fifth A venule and as I think about 
how little Jesus Christ really means to most people, I am led to 
reoonaeorete myself to His service. And the same thing is true 
of the country as a whole, we have not begun to take Jesus Christ 
seriously. All this talk about the blessings of democracy la 
pure rot if ww don't take oare to Christianize democracy. With 
the pssing weeks I feel less of a call to China, although as you 
know full well I would eagerly go if I felt that were the plaoe God 
wanted us. 

(6) The pastorate of some church. This has a real 
pull with me —s is worthy of moet serious and prayerful consider¬ 
ation. The one outstanding objection to it that comes to me at 
the moment is that it does not offer the maximum opportunity for » .. 

dealing with the leaders of thought, unless one had a university 
church, and of course I am not at all oapable of filling such a • 

S laoe at this time. As I look over the situation in America the 
laokest oloud on the horizon is the attitude of the preachers. 

With olear consciences the great majority of them have deserted ths 
way of Jesus @nd are following the way of the world. How ean we 
expect the world to ever become really Christian until first of all 
the ministers become really Christian? So long as the preachers 
continue toj$ preach a gospel of compromise and half-hearted devotion 
to the way of the cross, just so long will the mass of people continue 
to live in sin and to follow the desires of the flesh. We are 
living on the surface of life and drinking In the foam, and until 
the preaohers begin to discover the real deepe of Christianity I cannot 
see any hope of permanent progress. There is a great deal of mis- 
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guided optimism regarding the good that ie coming oat of thie war* 

It is oertain that much good Is coming, but it cannot be permanent 
unless the church of Jesus Christ repents of Its Bins and begins to 
follow Him in real earnest. Of this I am absolutely oertain. The 
Christian leaders are the key to the situation, and the ordinary 
pastorate does not seem to offer the maximum opportunity of reach¬ 
ing them. It may well be asked, who arc we, that we feel ourselves 
qualified, to lead the leaders? Beyond question, we are not qualified 
to lead* Ho one realised this any better than I do. We haven’t 

begun to learn the ABC’s of Christianity or of the fundamental 
principles of life. We are only in the kindergarten class - where 
Kirby, Jr., and little Mary will soon bs, bless the Cod-given dearies. 
All of which leads me to the sixth and oonoludlng alternative: 

(6) Entering the University of Chicago or Columbia 
University for two or three years of the hardest work of our lives. 

The mors I think of thie the more I am convinced of its absolute 
necessity If we are ever to be able to assume a place of leadership 
in any large sense. It is the old, old story of the price of 
leadership. And certainly no one deserves the responsibility of 
leadsrehip who is not willing to pay this pries, whatever it may 
demand in years or in tireless study and work. 

My reading and study with Hr. Eddy during the past two 
years have quite convinced me that I know very little about anything. 
And I see no ehanoe of serious study save in a university, with 
access to a good library and with time for unhurried thought and 
study. In this age of reconstruction that is to follow the war 
there is going to be an unparalleled demand for Christian men who 
can think olearly and act wisely, and the ability to think clearly 
is not gained in a day. I believe that the opportunities of these 
two years have taught me the value of study and have in part at least 
prepared ms for serious study. The problems of our generation are 
not going to be solved by beating the air and uttering words. Found¬ 
ations must be laid upon which future generations may safely build. 

As I think it over, I believe that we ought to set aside 
three years for continued and earnest study. Tou well know that 
in my undergraduate days I was too crowded with activities to really 
get down to business, and anyhow 1 did not know how to study then. 

I believe that if 1 gave undlvded attention to real study for three 
years that I oould get the Ph. D. degree, although the degree itself 
oonnts for little as compared with the benefits of the study itself. 

I would greatly prefer to attend the University of Chicago if this 
is at all possible, and I do not see anything to prevent it - the 
mere matter of finances! We managed to get along somehow before, 
and if it is the Lord's will we oan do it again. 

Hot least of the advantages of this plan would bo that it 
oould easily be ooupled with ministering to some church. Indeed, 

I would not consider it apart from a church. There is too much 
danger of becoming academic and of growing apart from the world if 
one devotes himself exclusively to university work. It would be 
a great combination, study through the week and the privilege of 
witnessing for the Master in the pulpit on Sunday. It ought to 
keep one well balanced. As for the danger of "losing ray religion", 
which too often happens in poBtgraduate work, I am confident that 
I am sufficiently well grounded that 1 need have no fears here. By 
combining study and preaching I believe we would be able to do some 
little good as we go along and at the same time would he preparing 
ouraelves for positions of leadership in the days of reconstruction. 
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w«, ia * 1 * aBt the ad vantages would be the opportunity it 

would give you for further study and preparation. I am keeping 
constantly in mind what we decided ages and ages ago before we were 
married, that ours is to be a partnership affair and not a one-horse 
■how or two xxmx one-horse shows. Ve are in this thing to¬ 

gether and can achieve the maximum results only when both of us are 

prepared. ?he opportunity It would afford you is no simll item in 
XU16 GOflBtcier&xIon* 

... ** this length I have set forth my present feelings 

^rom^iUTiiS* 1 . X + d ° ? 0t feo1 that 1 haTfl yet r ®°«lved full leafing 
from Him and we must set ourselves resolutely to prayer that we may 

belle vt/tw * hlS ^ ceedi “« 1 y important decision. /verily 

that SL J 1 } 1 r u ® lf we w111 onl * full y surrender ourselves 
to Him. How I do long for the time when we may fit to receive 

great power from Him. Power will come in proportion to our 

fitness to use it and we cannot be cleansed of sin and selfishness 
by ourselves. Only the Holy Spirit can do this for us and with 

K 6 ? for com Pi 0t ® guidance. I want you to take 
off by your . elf to think and pray this thing through 
and then write me your own feelings in the matter. I shall certain¬ 
ly hope to be able to come by the southern route on the way to the 
coast and if jo we will have a few hours together in which to talk 
and pray about it together. But we don’t need to wait until we 

get together to pray about it. Distance is no separation in this 
regard* ■ 


In another letter that 1b not so long, 
what I think of you and the little darlings, 
another letter within a day or two. 


1 will tell yon 
You may expect 


Ever lovingly yours. 









FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 


Nov. 23, 1917. 


Alma Dear: 


During the weeks that have passed since we last talked 
about our work for the future, I have been thinking and praying about 
the whole question a good deal. The time has now come when we must 
come to at least a tentative decision, since I am sailing within a 
few weeks and we ought to know in a general way at least what the 
plans are for next year. The China campaign proper will end about 
the middle of May, at which time I will have completed my contract 
with Mr. Eddy. At present he plans to go from China to Bussia and 
then to Prance. I eon not clear as to whether he wants me to 
accompany him to Bussia and Prance or whether I am to return direct 
from China. Of course, I would very much like to make the Bussian 
trip, and I think the chances are in favor of it, since he is think¬ 
ing of writing a book on Bussia. 

Now the question is, what are we going to do after the 
middle of May or the middle of September as the case may be? I 
take it that we are agreed that whatever choice we make must be 
. made in view of two assumptions; first, our only desire is to find 
the will of God in the matter; seoond, we must take into account the 
sum total contribution of our lives, and not just the next few years 
only. In view of all this, I am faced with six alternatives, 
which I now give, in inverse order of their seeming importance to us: 

(1) The first proposition is to continue on with Mr. Eddy 
for another period of years. I believe this would be possible if 
we so desired it. I repeat what I have often said that I do not 
know of any experience I would rather have had than the privilege 

of being with him these two years. It has been a wonderful 
opportunity beyond all our appreoiation, and Mr. Eddy has been more 
than kind and generous on every oooasion, and I can never hope to 
repay him. But the more I think about it, the more I am con¬ 
vinced that a longer period of servioe with him would not offer 
the largest opportunity of service or even the best possible prep¬ 
aration for future service. I think we are agreed that twp years 
of this sort of life is sufficient. 

(2) To take up work as a state student secretary or 

to be attached to "Dad” Elliott's staff of student workers. I am 
not really considering this seriously since "Dad" himself so frankly 
said that he did not consider the student secretaryship a life work. 

I think we ought to think only in terms of life work now. 

(3) To remain in Bussia or Prance forjf war work during 
the duration of the war - perhaps one year ana perhaps five. One 
important item seems to make this an impossibility, namely, the 
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stifling of my conscience or convictions on the question of the 
ethics of war. I do not see how I could possibly be justified in 
doing this. I was content to keep quiet during the time I was 
there before, but to deliberately do this for the duration of the 
war would seem treachery to all that I hold to be fundamental in 
Christianity. There is a further consideration that makes me 

think I ought not to again take up war work, namely, the fact that 
as highly Christlike and as greatly needed^is this work with the 
soldiers, it is only rescue or relief work and does not deal with 
the underlying causes of all this horror. Then too there are 
going to be a sufficient number of men eager to do this work who 
do not seem to realize the importance of laying foundations which 
will prevent such a disaster ever again troubling the world. I 
am quite sure that the really great contribution to be made in these 
days is not simply the dealing with the fruits of war. This laying 
of foundations and seeking to do the preventive work cannot be 
carried on in connection with the army. Therefore, as highly as 
I regard the work of the Association with the troops, as deeply as 
it is needed end as thoroughly Christiari^it is, I do not feel called 
to enter upon it, at the cost of ray convictions and the prevention 
of the more fundamental work. 

(4) The entering upon a life work in China. In this 
connection I still feel as when we talked last. The conviction 
is growing upon me that Christianity is going to succeed or fail 
in evangelizing the world just in proportion as it succeeds or 
fails to evangelize America. And when I see how easily the 
American churches have been swept off their feet by a false 
patriotism and how they have failed to stand for the definitely 
Christian thing, not only with reference to war, I am led to be¬ 
lieve that nowhere on earth is there greater need than right at 
our own doors. I believe that the experience of these past two 
years oan be utilized to greater advantage here than anywhere else. 
As I walk upddown/Broadway and Fifth Avenule and as I think about 
how little Jesus Christ really means to most people, I am led to 
reoonseorate myself to His service. And the same thing is true 
of the country as a whole, we have not begun to take Jesus Christ 
seriously. All this talk about the blessings of democracy is 
pure rot if we don T t take care to Christianize deraooracy. With 
the passing weeks I feel less of a call to China, although as you 
know*full well I would eagerly go if I felt that were the place Cod 
wanted us. 


(5) The pastorate of some church. This has a real 
pull with me and is worthy of most serious and prayerful consider¬ 
ation. The one outstanding objection to it that comes to me at 
the moment is that it does not offer the maximum opportunity for , 
dealing with the leaders of thought, unless one had a university 
ohurch, and of course I am not at all capable of filling such a 
place at this time. As I look over the situation in America the 
blackest cloud on the horizon is the attitude of the preachers. 

With clear consciences the great majority of them have deserted the 
way of Jesus and are following the way of the world. How can we 
expect the world to ever become really Christian until first of all 
the ministers become really Christian? So long as the preachers 
continue toj( preach a gospel of compromise and half-hearted devotion 
to the way of the cross, Just so long will the mass of people continue 
to live in sin and to follow the desires of the flesh. We are 
living on the surface of life and drinking in the foam, and until 
the preachers begin to discover the real deeps of Christianity I cannot 
see any hope of permanent progress. There is a great deal of mis- 
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guided optimism regarding the good that is coining out of this war. 

It is certain that much good is coming, but it cannot be permanent 
unless the church of Jesus Christ repents of its sins and begins to 
follow Him in real earnest. Of this I am absolutely certain.' The 
Christian leaders are the hey to the situation, and the ordinary 
pastorate does not seem to offer the -maximum opportunity of reach¬ 
ing them. It may well be asked, who are we, that we feel ourselves 
qualified to lead the leaders? Beyond question, we are not qualified 
to lead. Ho one realized this any better than I do. We haven*t 

begun to learn the ABC T s of Christianity or of the fundamental 
principles of life. We are only in the kindergarten class where 
Kirby, Jr., and little Mary will soon be, bless the God-given dearies. 
All of which leads me to the sixth and concluding alternative: 

(6) Entering the University of Chicago or Columbia 
University for two or three years of the hardest work of our lives. 

The more I think of this the more I am convinced of its absolute 
necessity if we are ever to be able to assume a place of leadership 
in any large sense. It is the old, old story of the price of 
leadership. And certainly no one deserves the responsibility of 
leadership who is not willing to pay this price, whatever it may 
demand in years or in tireless study and work. 

My reading and study with Mr. Eddy during the past two 
years have quite convinced me that I know very little about anything. 
And I see no chance of serious study save in a university, with 
aocass to a good library and with time for unhurried thought and 
study. In this age of reconstruction that is to follow the war 

there is going to be an unparalleled demand for Christian men who 
can think clearly and act wisely, and the ability to think clearly 
is not gained in a day. I believe that the opportunities of these 
two years have taught me the value of study and have in part at least 
prepared me for serious study. The problems of our generation are 
not going to be solved by beating the air and uttering words. Found¬ 
ations must be laid upon which future generations may safely build. 

As I think it over, I believe that we ought to set aside 
three years for continued and earnest study. You well know that 
in my undergaaduate days I was too crowded with activities to really 
get down to business, and anyhow I did not know how to study then. 

I believe that if I gave undivied attention to real study for three 
years that I could get the Ph. D. degree, although the degree itself 
counts for little as compared with the benefits of the study itself. 

I would greatly prefer to attend the University of Chicago if this 
is at all possible, and I do not see anything to prevent it - the 
mere matter of finances! Y/e managed to get along somehow before, 
and if it is the Lord T s will we can do it again. 

Hot least of the advantages of this plan would be that it 
could easily be ooupled with ministering to some church. Indeed, 

I would not consider it apart from a church. There is too much 
danger of becoming academic and of growing apart from the world if 
one devotes himself exclusively to university work. It would be 

a great combination, study through the week and the privilege of 
witnessing for the Master in the pulpit on Sunday. It ought to 
keep one well balanced. As for the danger of "losing my religion", 
which too often happens in postgraduate work, I am confident that 
I am sufficiently well grounded that I need have no fears here. By 
combining study and preaching I believe we would be able to do some 
little good as we go along and at the same time would he preparing 
ourselves for positions of leadership in the days of reconstruction. 
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Hot least of the advantages would be the opportunity_it 
wouia give you for further study and preparation. I am keeping 
constantly in mind what we decided ages and ages ago before we were 
married, that ours is to he a partnership affair and not a one-horse 
thaw or two xkkbjex one-horse shows. We are in this thing to¬ 

gether and can achieve the maximum results only when hoth of us are 
prepared. The opportunity it would afford you is no small item in 
this consideration. 

At this great length I have set forth my present feelings 
in the matter. I do not feel that I have yet received full leading 
from Him and we must set ourselves resolutely to prayer that we may 
not make any mistake in this exceedingly important decision. I verily 
believe that He will lead us if we will only fully surrender ourselves 
to Him. How I do long for the time when we may fit to receive 

great power from Him! Power will come in proportion to our 

fitness to use it and we cannot he cleansed of sin and selfishness 
by ourselves. Only the Holy Spirit oan do this for us and with 
new zeal we must nray for complete guidance. I want you to take 
plejtnty of time off by yourself to think and pray this thing through 
and then write me your own feelings in the matter. I shall certain¬ 
ly hope to be able to come by the southern route on the way to the 
coast and if so we will have a few hours together in which to talk 
and pray about it together. But we don't need to wait until we 
get together to pray about it. Distance is no separation in this 
re gard. 

In another letter that is not so long, I will tell you 
what I think of you and the little darlings. You may expect 
another letter within a day or two. 

Ever lovingly yours, 











1917 


Nov. 24, 


My dearest Sweetheart: 

I have good news for you. I talked with Mr. Eddy 
today about coming by Houston on the way to the coast and he 
waa quite willing indeed, bo you may count upon my appearing 
on the Boenee sometime between the 5th and 10th of January* 

1 ehall probably be able to spend two or three days there and 
I oan hardly hold myself I am so tickled over the prospects. 

I would be able to come sooner only he is planning to write 
another book between now and time of sailing, which will keep 
me unusually busy. The book will cover the field of the ethics 
of war and international relations. It now looks as though he 
will commit himself on the wrong side of the fence, as 1 see it. 

He has just finishing ready a copy of my revised manuscript and 
we are to talk it over within a few days. He said that he 
thought it was greatly strengthened and that it was the strongest 
thing on that side of the subject that he had seen anywhere. 

We must continue to pray that he be guided into the truth and 
that we likewise reoeive guidance. 

' < • 

We also talked with reference to the plans for the 
future. He is eager ha\*e me oontinue on with him through the 
trip to Russia and Prance, if I so desire, and of oourse it 
appeals to me tremendously'. He will certainly go to Russia 
on this trip if it is at all possible for anyone to get in. He 
wants to write a book on Russia and to get faots for use in the 
war work campaign for next year, so it is a fairly safe bet that 
he goes that way this time. I talked with him also about the 
possibility of my doing further university work and he seemed to 
think the idea a good one, if we could finance it. In addition 
to proaohing on Sunday, I believe that I oould secure dates on 
Friday or Monday night to lecture on Russia, China, Japan or the 
work in the war zone, which might add a few shekels tfl the coffers. 
I am confident that if it is the will of God that we oontinue 
our preparation, the finances rfah be worked out. I am most 
eager to get your thought upon the whole question. 
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Por mother’s love and care and guidance in those 
critical days when life habits were being formed and for her 
continued love and prayers through the years, we can never be 
sufficiently thankful. And words fail me also when I attempt 
to say how much your love and companionship has meant to me 
since we first loved each other. It helps me to be more thank¬ 
ful when I look about me and see so many, many men who have not 
the faintest idea what true love means and who have never been 
blessed with the love of a noble woman, or when I see those men 
who live altogether on the lower plane and do not appreciate the 
love of a good woman even when it has been granted to them. Again 
and again the thought comes to me that no man is worthy of^6 &*< *j 
noble Christian wife. Along with the love of God and of mother, 
it passes all understanding. And the dear little darlings, how 
I do thank God for them and oray that we may be given guidance 
as we train them for service in His Kingdom. What a very, very 
happy world it is, in spite of sin and suffering, and how glad 
I am that we can have some little share in making it brighter 
and happier through His power. 

My thoughts and prayers are with you today and all days 
and from the bottom of my heart I thank God for you and the dear 
babies and for all other blessings. 




Most lovingly your husband. 











foreign department 


Nov. 24, 1917. 


My dear Mother: 

I was so glad to get your letter and the one from 
Perry yesterday. I think this was about the finest le.tter 

I ever got from Perry and it did me a world of good. I am so 
glad that he came out well with his crop and that he is going 
to save his money. He made more money clear this year than I 
did, by a good long shot. 

I enclose copies of two long letters that I have just 
written to Alma regarding our future plans. I send the copies 
in order to save time in rewriting them, as you will be keenly 
interested in the whole of each. I shall be glad to get your 

idea about the whole proposition. 

Mrs. Eddy wqs operated on a day or two ago for appendi¬ 
citis and is doing nicely indeed. You will be glad to know 
that I am going to go by Houston on the way to the coast and 
that I will get two or three days with the dearies. Wish you 
could be with us there. 

Am feeling fine and dandy and getting a little work 
done occasionally. All goes well with me. With much love 
to all of you, 


Most affectionately yours, 









FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 


TTov. 24, 1917. 


My dearest Sweetheart: 

I have good news for you. I talked with Mr. Eddy 
today about coming by Houston on the way to the coast and.he 
was quite willing indeed, so you may count upon my appearing 
on the scenes sometime between the 5th and 10th of January. 

I shall probably be able to spend two or three days there and 
I can hardly hold myself I am so tickled over the prospects. 

I would be able to come sooner only he is planning to write 
another book between now and time of sailing, which will keep, 
me unusually busy. The book will cover the field of the ethics 
of war and international relations. It now looks as though he 
will commit himself on the wrong side of the fence, as I see it. 

Ho has just finishing road^a copy of my revised manuscript and 
v.e are to talk it over within a few days. He said that he 
thought it was greatly strengthened and that it was the strongest 
thing on that side of the subject that he had seen anywhere. 

Y/e muet continue to pray that he be guided into the truth and 
that we likewise receive guidance. 

We also talked with reference to the plans for the 
future. He is eager have me continue on with him through the 
trip to Russia and France, if I so desire, and of course it 
apoeale to me tremendously. He will certainly go to Russia 
on this trip if it is at all possible for anyone to get in. He 
wants to write a book on Russia and to get facts' for use in the 
war work campaign for next year, so it is a fairly safe bet that 
he goss that way this time. I talked with him also about the 
possibility of my doing further university work and he seemed to 
think the idea a good one, if we could finance it. In addition 
to preaching on Sunday, I believe that I could secure dates on 
Friday or Monday night to lecture on Russia, China, Japan or the 
work in the war zone, which might add a few shekels tfl the coffers 
I am confident that if it is the will of Cod that we continue 
our preparation, the finances can be worked out. I am most 
eager to get your thought upon the whole question. 

I enclose a corking good letter from Perry. He also 
sent a check for $10 without mentioning it. Guess that isn't 
going some! I shall spend the ten on a Christmas present for 
him, but I was mighty glad to see that he is beginning to think 
of his obligations. It is a good sign. 

I am to preach for Brother Cordon in Brooklyn tomorrow 
night. I am looking forward with greatest eagerness to seeing 
you dearies before very long now. Won't we have a hapoy time 
of it! 

Most faithfully yours. 






FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 


Thanksgiving Day, 1917. 


Dearest Mother: 

Naturally all of our thoughts turn to thanksgiving on 
this day. Surely the world has much, very much to be thankful 
for, in spite of the intense suffering and misery abroad in the 
lands. All of us ought to rejoice and thank God for the wonder¬ 
ful spirit of unselfishness and sacrificial devotion to a noble 
cause which is abroad in the earth. We have cause for gratitude 
in that even out of man’s awful blunder and sin God is able to bring 
great and lasting good for mankind, that out of even this horrible 
nightmare we call war shall come a new freedom and new oppor¬ 
tunities for all races. Most of all, we ought to thank God for 
the increasing realization that is coming to men that war and 
physical force cannot achieve the high ideals of life, but that 
only through the spirit manifested by Jesus Christ on Calvary is 
there hope for the redemption of the sons of men. I am confident 
that in the days following the war, when we have come to our senses 
and when we being to think calmly and clearly, there is going to 
be a wholesale condemnation of the method of war and a new deter¬ 
mination to follow the way of the cross. 

I pray God daily that we may be purged of sin, of self¬ 
ishness, of stubbornness, of prejudice and of everything that keeps 
us from finding Him and His way of life. These are wonderful 
days in which to live and we have had most unusual privileges. May 
we be so filled with His spirit that we shall be worthy in some 
little way at least to help others to find His way of life. 

Beyond power of expression, I am thankful fhat we know 
in some feeble way at least the power of the living Christ and 
that we know something of the blessedness of communion with Him. 

Dor the vision of a life of service in His Kingdom, I am pro¬ 
foundly grateful. I do pray that increasingly we may be able to 
say, "For me to live is Christ". 

For your wonderful love and that of dear Alma, I am pro¬ 
foundly thankful. No one can ever know how much this love has 
meant and is meaning to me. Few, very few men are so blessed. 

And the dear little darlings, how I do thank God for them and pray 
that we may be given guidance as we train them for service in His 
Kingdom. 

My thoughts and prayers are with you today and all days 
and from the bottom of my heart I thank God for you and all other 
blessings. 


Most lovingly your son. 






FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 


Thanksgiving Day, 1917. 


My own Alma Darling: 

In all probability this is the saddest Thanksgiving 
day that the world has ever known. It is to be doubted if 
ever in all history there has been a greater piling up of human 
suffering and misery than is true today. And yet, the world 
has much, very much to be thankful for today. Surely all of us 
ought to rejoice and thank God for the wonderful spirit of un¬ 
selfishness and saorificial devotion to a noble cause which is 
abroad in all of the lands. We have cause for gratitude in that 
even out of man's awful blunder and sin God is bring^nd will 
continue to bring great and lasting good for mankind, that out 
of even this horrible nightmare we call war shall come a new 
freedom and new opportunities for all races. Most of all, we 
ought to thank God for the increasing realization that'^coming to 
men that war and physical force cannot achieve the high ideals of 
life, but that only through the spirit manifested by Jesus Christ 
on Calvary is there hope for the redemption of the sons of men. 

I am confident that in the days following the war, when we have 
come to our senses and when we begin to think calmly and clearly, 
there is going to be a wholesale condemnation of the method of 
war and a new determination to take Jesus Christ seriously an 
rely upon His way of life to overcome oppression and injustice. 

Much, very much more than any of us realize, depends 
upon the attitude of the Church in the coming decade. If it 
continues to sanction and to use the weapons of Satan, it will 
continue to be powerless to right the wrongs of mankind. But if 
by the grace of God it can see wherein it has sinned in sanction¬ 
ing this colossal blunder against the way of the cross, and if 
it shows genuine penitence and really stakes everything upon the 
power of the cross as,a way of life, none of us have any idea of 
the great response??‘So its supreme challenge to follow Jesus, with¬ 
out regard to consequences. 

I pray God daily that we may be purged of sin, of self¬ 
ishness, of stubbornness, of prejudice and of everything that keeps 
us from finding Him and His way of life. These are wonderful days 
in which to live and we have had most unusual privileges. May we 
be so filled with His spirit that we shall be worthy in some little 
way at least to help others to find His way of life. 

Beyond power of expression, I am thankful that we know 
in some feeble way at least the power of the living Christ and that 
we know something of the blessedness of communion with Him. For 
the vision of a life of service in His Kingdom, I am profoundly 
grateful. I do pray that increasingly that we may be able to 
say, "For me to live is Christ". 







FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

Hov. 27, 1917. 


My dear old Perry Boy: 

Your last letter did me more good than a dose of 
medicine, even though I did not need the medicine. I "believe 
it was the best letter you ever wrote to me and I want to thank 
you for it. I am so glad that you came out well with your crop. 
My adttce still is that you invest the $700 in a piece of land. 

You will never regret it, I am sure. 

Now with regard to the Navy, I understand that no 
volunteers will he accepted after the call on Dec. 15th, so if 
you want to get into the navy you have got to act quickly . The 
first thing I would do is to have some good doctor give a thorough 
examination and see whether you are fit for the draft, and if so 
I would not lose any time in getting into the navy, as it is 
undoubtedly better than the army. Keep your eyes^when you go to 
the navy recruiting officer and don't let them sign you up for 
four or seven years - what you want is "duration of the war". 

It is kind of you to say that you would be willing to 
let me have the $500. I much prefer that you invest it, but if 
you do not care to do this, I will put it into something myself. 

All goes well with me, and I am eagerly looking forward 
to see^^tke dearies early in January on my way to the coast. With 
much love to all of you, 


Ever affectionately yours, 
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